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A more just stroke than that thou gav'st my sou Take -
[MEROPE advances towards the
with tlie axe uplifted.   At the  same moment ARCAS re-enters.
Areas (to the Chorus}.
Not with him to council did the King Carry his messenger, but left him here.
[Sees MEROPE and ^PYTUS. 0 Gods ! . . .
Merope. Foolish old man, thou spoil'st my blow !
Areas. What do I see 1 . . .
A murderer at death's door. Therefore no words 1
Areas.
A murderer ? . . .